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war and peace, of making treaties, of dissolving Parlia-
ment, of receiving diplomatic representatives from for-
eign states, of appointing the Cabinet and Senate, was
vested in the Sultan. By the Fundamental Pact the
National Assembly at Angora has in its hands the power
of declaring war and peace, and of making treaties. The
power of dissolving Parliament is not placed. Under the
old Ottoman government, the ministers were the ap-
pointees of the Grand Vizier, who was the choice of the
Sultan. They, however, represented the majority party
in Parliament. According to the Law of Fundamental
Organization, the ministers are the appointees of the
Assembly, which possesses executive as well as legisla-
tive power, a remarkable situation. The ministers and
their assistants in a sense are only committees chosen
by the National Assembly from among its own number
to execute its commands. In that it chooses the ministers
of the department of justice, the Assembly may also be
said to possess judicial power.
Mustafa Kemal Pasha, from the beginning the presi-
dent of the National Assembly, has been able to dominate
the policy of the new government. As far as any stipu-
lation in the Law of Fundamental Organization is con-
cerned, however, the President of the National Assembly
is practically without power, save as he gains the power
from the Assembly. There is no balance between the
executive and legislative branch such as obtains in our
own or in the government of England, since the ministers
and the president are directly the creation of the As-
sembly. Neither is there any possibility of an appeal
from the decision of the Assembly to the people, as in
the British Government.
With the creation of the Republic on October 29, 1923,
certain changes were made in this so-called constitution,
changes, the necessity for which had become increas-
ingly evident. The executive powers of the Assembly

